Topic 6
COMPASSION FOR THE ABUSED
Luke 10:25-37
INTRODUCTION

The Good Samaritan parable is the second best known parable which mentions the traits of those who belong in God's kingdom. It has been an inspiration for founding many charities across the world, especially hospitals. There always has been people in need; however, political, environmental or social circumstances in the world are creating more and more people in need.
There are immigrants from the Mediterranean to the coast of Malaysia, and lets not forget those who attempt to reach the United States via Mexico. They're trying to leave behind old conflicts and new wars or are fleeing persecution, poverty and hunger. In 2014, more than 170,000 immigrants got to Italy. In Syria there are more than 7.6 million people who doesn't have a home. Generally, those who enter a country illegally have nothing, have to face unemployment and racism. We don't need to go far away to be compassionate, there are opportunities at our own doorstep. Every person in need is a chance to prove that our religion is something we live.
Example
A woman named Anne Smith arrived at a very poor family home in which the father was very sick, and suffered pain. The woman came into this home to talk them about Christ. But the man was in no mood for this and told the woman: 'I don't want anyone in here to pray or read the Bible because I don't believe in any of those things”
Anna Smith immediately assured the man and his afflicted wife that she was there only to help them and went for supplies and clothes for the family. When Mrs. Smith came back, the man who so bluntly forbade her to pray or read the Bible, said: 'Could you please read me the Good Samaritan story'. Mrs. Smith did it with pleasure, and when she finished reading to the sick man he said: 'I have seen lots of priests and Levites, but I have never seen a Good Samaritan before.'
The man bitterness and his prejudices disappeared thanks to the action of a good Christian (Arnold).
To understand this parable from other points of view, I propose we address it through five questions:
HOW MUCH DO YOU KNOW AND HOW MUCH DO YOU DO?
The story begins with a not very well intentioned question of a Jewish scribe to Jesus, “What do I have to do to have eternal life?”
The Lord Jesus Christ took the opportunity to teach a lesson to those who participated in the meeting and also to all of us today. Jesus spoke in their same language: “What is written in the law? What do you think it means?”
The almost automatic response of the scribe had a combination of two texts of the Torah: 'You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, with all your strength and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself'(Deuteronomy 6:5; Lev 19:18). Apparently it was a Jewish costume to put these two texts together. And this made a truly great fusion. The scribe shows a high degree of knowledge of the Torah; however, although he was very good arguing, and knew many texts by heart, more important than the merger of two texts was the merger of two concepts: love God and love your neighbor. 
Would the Jewish understand the love of God and the love of your neighbor as one single love? The answer is a resounding “Not!.” For them, loving God was not the same as loving your neighbor nor loving your neighbor, was the same as loving God.

Jesus approved the scribe's answer, but he insisted that there was more going on that the right theoretical answer; the right interpretation of a passage never ensures by itself a righteous life within the pact. This is why Jesus also said 'Do this and you shall live' (v. 28).
WHO ARE MY FELLOWMEN?
'The scribe's question 'who are my fellowmen?' was not evasive. It was a very fundamental question for all Jewish people at this time. The ordinary Jew lived in a concentric world: at the center was the Jewish person surrounded by his closest relatives; in the following circles were his distant relatives, then every fellow Jew, whether by birth or conversion. 
The word 'fellowman' had a reciprocal concept; I am a brother to him, and he is a brother to me. It was indeed an egocentric and ethnocentric circle. Clearly, it is a circle specifically designed for exclusion. The circle assured assistance to the insiders and the total lack of help to outsiders (Kistemaker, p. 167). But exclusivity was carried out to extremes: the Pharisees excluded all but other Pharisees, the rabbis wished that the heretics, whistle blowers and renegades were thrown into a pit, to never be heard of again. 
The commentator Jeremiah adds: 'You should not ask Jesus for a definition of partner, but you must say where the limits of the duty of love, within the community and people are. How far does my duty goes?' (The parables of Jesus, p. 246) (Robert Fricke, The Parables of Jesus, 164).
HOW FAR MY OBLIGATION DO GOES?
The story doesn't say if the man who was hurt was rich or poor. It only says that he needed help. The story doesn't tell if the victim offered to pay the expenses back. The man's act was simply out of compassion. According to the business concept, the Samaritan worked at a loss.
In this parable Christ is telling us to respond to a need that might not be timely. There are risks in being compassionate. The wisest and safest thing to do for the Samaritan would have been to keep on going and leave the injured man alone to face the consequences. Sometimes we have to act even when there is no guarantee we're going to get the results we want.
Someone who cannot thank me or pay me back. It is part of human nature to want some credit for the good we do, especially if we made some kind of sacrifice. Even as believers, we can be tempted to say that we are 'giving glory to God,' when what we really want is the gratification of recognition for our efforts. Or, we can feel that our resentment is justified when the person we helped seems ungrateful or does not respond in what we believe is the right way.
The Samaritan knew that the man who was half dead was not capable to express any kind of gratitude or to repay him for the aid he had received. When he would be recovered, the person who helped him would be long gone. In Matthew 6.1-4, Jesus explains how we should treat those in need. He teaches us to give to others in secret, intentionally, without proclaiming what we did in order to get recognition. 
We will find that it will give us more joy to show love, giving our time, energy and resources, without conditions. Someone who worth’s to risk, even if you're not completely certain about this.
Someone who is loved and valued by God, despite my prejudices. Religious leaders saw only an unworthy man, who could ruin their lives or cause them some damage while the Samaritan saw another human being who deserved to be treated with dignity. Obviously the Samaritan recognized the man as an individual with a future, not just as someone defined by its current situation.
IV. WHY NOT CHANGE THE QUESTION?
In his last speech, Martin Luther King shared his own experience on an old Jericho road. When he saw the treacherous and curved road, he realized how concerned should have been the priest and the Levite in Luke 10 about their own safety, when they saw the dying man. Dr. King concluded that, beyond their fears of becoming ceremonially unclean, they may as well have been worried that the thieves would be close or that the man was setting them a trap.
Dr. King saw how easy it is for us to ask that same question: If I stop to help him, what is going to happen to me? 'But then,' he said, “The Good Samaritan came around and asked this same question in a different way: “if I don't stop to help this man, what will happen to him?'. This is in a nutshell, what Jesus wants us to ask ourselves, so we can put others before ourselves.
ILLUSTRATION
A father was walking nervously at home, he was looking at his watch that let him know it was past midnight. He was worried because his daughter who had just turned 18 hadn't come home yet. She promised she will be back before midnight. So he couldn't take it anymore and went to look for her. He was worried and couldn't think right. His daughter had never failed him before. He put his feet on the gas pedal, fortunately there weren't much cars in the road at that hour. When he arrived to an area with a bad reputation in which some robberies had taken place he reduce the speed, and he immediately noticed that there had been an accident and he could tell that it just happened. Just a woman had stopped to try to help. “I've got to keep going, “ the man thought, “I got to keep my eyes on my goa, besides,  someone is already there and I'm sure she's going to call 911'. When he was about to speed up again the spirit of the Good Samaritan overcame him, so he abruptly stopped and walked towards the accident. When he was there he heard someone's complains that apparently came from inside the car that seemed to be about to get fire. When he came close to open the door, he realized that it was his own daughter. With a strength he didn't know he had he was able to free her and when she was carrying away the car got on fire. He asked just in time. He shivered when he asked himself 'What if I wouldn't have stop'
There are people waiting for your help them standing right by your side. Christ never passed you by and abandoned you. You can pretend not to hear this cry. Christ's compassion must be your compassion. And remember, when you save a life, you might be saving your own.
V. WHO DOES THE INJURED MAN REPRESENTS?
We often think about the good Samaritan of the story as if he were someone like Christ himself; and he is actually because Jesus 'went around doing good' (Acts 10:38). But in a deeper sense, the man who fell cause of those thieves was the one representing Christ, the fellowman who needs my help. It is Christ who am I seeing naked, beaten and left for dead, who the Samaritan helped. This is the heart of Christianity: 'you did it for me'. There is no merit in our services because the best we can do is nothing compared to what he did for us. The poor man who is suffering and I helped out it's doing me a favor, and not the other way around, because he is showing me Christ and makes Christ real to me, he allows me to touch, care for and serve Christ.
The next time you see someone worthy of compassion, consider this: The person is need who is in front of me is an opportunity to give back a little of the compassion Christ had for me. Actually, I am the injured man lying on the road suffering the consequences of my sins and my mistakes, but Christ passed by, stopped, cleaned my wounds, carried me in his arms, took me to a safe place and he also paid the bill for me. I, undeservedly, received the Christ's mercy. And the payment he did was a huge one, Christ paid my rescue with his blood. He died so that I could live.
CONCLUSION
This is true compassion: splagnizomai, a true love, a love that comes from the heart and has no boundaries, a love that we have to learn.
Pray this prayer:
Lord, I do not want to ignore
the wounded man in front of me in the road of life.
Put me closer and let me have some of your compassion to express you love and tenderness. 

You, Jesus, Good Samaritan, get closer to me, wounded by the arrows of life.
 The pain of so many of my brothers, caused by the missiles of war.
Yes, come closer, Good Samaritan, and take me in your arms; 
Come, Good Samaritan, and make me have your same feelings, 
to never doubt in front of a brother who is suffering, 
but make me a partner in your path, friend in your loneliness, 
close in your moments of suffering, to be like you,
 “infinitely good” and go through the world “doing good” and “healing injures.”


